
Opening frame: Lecture 14 covers John 20–21, the Resurrection, the gift of the Spirit, the sending of the Apostles, Thomas's confession, Peter's restoration, and the final testimony of the Beloved Disciple.,This is the last lecture of the Gospel of Saint John series, so the tone should be both theological and pastoral. We are not merely tying up narrative loose ends. We are looking at the whole Gospel from the vantage point of Easter.,The central claim is that the new creation has begun. Jesus does not merely return from death. He rises as the crucified and glorified Lord and establishes the covenantal order by which His victory will be handed to the Church.,The title image should be received as a dawn image: the Gospel began with “In the beginning,” descended into the darkness of the Passion, and now opens onto the first day of a new creation.1



Welcome the attendees and locate the lecture within the full course. Lecture 13 brought us to the Cross and the burial in the garden. Lecture 14 begins in another garden scene, in darkness that is already giving way to dawn.,Stress from the beginning: John 20–21 are not simply a happy ending. They are the fulfillment and handing-over of the whole Gospel. The risen Jesus gives His victory a visible, ecclesial form.,The movement is covenantal: the strong party, God, has fulfilled what fallen humanity couldnot. The weak party, the disciples, have failed, denied, scattered, and hidden. Yet the risen Lord restores them and sends them. The covenant is not abandoned because the weaker members failed; it is repaired by grace and made fruitful through the Spirit.,The final word to the group should not be nostalgia for a course completed. It should be discipleship: “Follow me.”2



The central question for this lecture is broader than “What happened after Jesus rose?” John wants us to see the whole Gospel gathered into Easter.,At the narrative level, Mary comes to the tomb, the disciples run, Jesus appears, Thomas confesses, Peter is restored. At the theological level, the whole Gospel is being recapitulated: creation, light, witness, signs, temple, birth, bread, shepherding, abiding, mission, testimony.,A useful governing line: the Cross revealed the shape of Christ’s love; the Resurrection reveals the fruitfulness of that love. The Lord who gave Himself now hands His victory to the Church.,The last part of the question is pastoral: if this Gospel does not reshape ordinary life, then we have treated Scripture as sacred information rather than covenantal summons. The Gospel is not an artifact for a classroom; it is the form of Christian life.3



Use this slide to remind the group that the final lecture is the summit of a long movement, not merely the next chapter.,The Book of Signs asked repeatedly whether Christ’s works would lead to faith or hardening. The Book of Glory showed how the Son reveals the Father through self-giving love and how the Cross is not defeat but enthronement.,John 20–21 now gather these themes and turn them outward. The Light has conquered darkness; the Temple has been raised; the Bread of Life feeds His Church; the Good Shepherd entrusts His flock to Peter; the Spirit creates a renewed humanity; witness moves from visible sight to Apostolic testimony.,This slide should give a sense of completion: the whole road has led here.4



Present the agenda as one covenantal movement.,First, we will look backwards. John 20–21 recapitulate the Gospel’s main movements: creation, light, witness, signs, temple, birth, bread, shepherding, abiding, and mission.,Second, we will walk through John 20: Mary in the garden, Peter and the Beloved Disciple, the locked room, the gift of the Spirit, the forgiveness of sins, and Thomas’s confession.,Third, we will walk through John 21: the mission at sea, the unbroken net, the meal prepared by Christ, Peter’s restoration, and the relationship between Peter and the Beloved Disciple.,Finally, because this is the last lecture, we will end with a send-off. The Gospel cannot remain trapped inside the Bible study. Christ sends His disciples back into ordinary life.5



Use this slide to invite concise questions. Remind the group that questions can be submitted anonymously through Slido.,If the schedule is tight, encourage questions that relate to John 20–21, the Resurrection, the gift of the Spirit, the forgiveness of sins, Thomas, Peter’s restoration, or how to carry the Gospel into daily life.,This lecture is the final one, so leave time at the end for the send-off.6





This section looks backwards before diving into details. John 20–21 do not merely continue the story. They reveal what the entire story was aiming toward.,The Resurrection is the lens through which the Gospel’s great movements become fully visible. The final chapters repeat and fulfill the opening: beginning, light, witness, signs, temple, new birth, bread, shepherding, abiding, and faith.8



Begin by tying John 20:1 to John 1:1. The Gospel opens with creation language: “In the beginning was the Word.” It now ends with the first day of a new week.,Mary comes while it is still dark. This darkness is narrative, emotional, and theological. The world has crucified the Light, but the darkness has not overcome Him.,The Resurrection is not the mere resuscitation of Jesus. It is the beginning of the new creation. The Word through whom all things were made now stands at the head of renewed humanity.,CCC 638–655 is useful background: the Resurrection is the crowning truth of the Christian faith, the confirmation of Christ’s works and teachings, the fulfillment of promises, and the principle of our future resurrection.9



This slide should show the narrative rhythm of Mary Magdalene’s encounter.,John’s Gospel has always been a drama of light and darkness. The Light shines in the darkness; some come to the light; others prefer darkness because their deeds are evil. In John 20, darkness returns, but now it is already under judgment.,Mary moves from sorrow to recognition. She does not reason her way to Christ in abstraction. She recognizes Him when He calls her by name. That recalls the Good Shepherd: “He calls his own sheep by name” (John 10:3, RSV-CE).,Her witness, “I have seen the Lord” (John 20:18, RSV-CE), completes the Gospel’s movement from darkness to sight. The one who searches in sorrow becomes an apostolic witness to the Apostles.10



The Gospel begins with witness: John the Baptist comes “to bear witness to the light, that all might believe through him” (John 1:7, RSV-CE).,At the end, the chain of witness expands. Mary tells the Apostles; the Apostles tell Thomas; Thomas confesses; the Beloved Disciple bears written testimony; the Church carries that testimony to those who have not seen.,This is crucial pastorally. We are not second-class disciples because we did not stand in the locked room. Jesus specifically blesses those who have not seen and yet believe. We enter the Gospel through Apostolic testimony, Scripture, sacrament, and faith.,Vatican II’s Dei Verbum teaches that Scripture is God speaking to His children and that the Church venerates Scripture as she venerates the Lord’s Body. This witness is living, ecclesial, and sacramental, not merely literary.11



The signs in John are not isolated marvels. Each sign asks whether the heart will move toward faith or harden itself.,From Easter, the signs become transparent. Water became wine because the old order is being fulfilled and surpassed. The royal official’s son lived because the Son possesses life. The paralytic walked because the Son restores fallen humanity. The multitude was fed because Jesus is the Bread of Life. The blind man saw because Jesus is the Light. Lazarus emerged because Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life.,John 20:30–31 reveals the purpose of the signs: they have been written so that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and have life in His name.,The Resurrection is the great sign toward which all other signs point.12



Tie John 2, John 3, John 19, and John 20 together.,In John 2, Jesus says, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” John explains that He spoke of the temple of His body. The empty tomb is the fulfillment of that prophecy: the true Temple has been raised.,In John 3, Jesus tells Nicodemus that one must be born of water and the Spirit. At the Cross, blood and water flow from the side of Christ. In the upper room, Jesus breathes the Spirit upon the Apostles. New birth now takes sacramental and ecclesial form.,The Church is born from the pierced side and animated by the breath of the risen Christ. This is not a merely private spirituality; it is the creation of a visible people of reconciliation and mission.13



John 21 is full of echoes from earlier chapters.,The Lord who fed the multitude in John 6 now feeds His disciples beside the sea: “Come and have breakfast.” The meal is simple, but it carries Eucharistic resonance. The Church’s mission is not powered by its own exhaustion but by Christ’s gift.,The Good Shepherd of John 10 entrusts His sheep to Peter: “Feed my lambs,” “Tend my sheep,” “Feed my sheep.” The flock remains Christ’s; Peter is steward, not owner.,The Vine discourse in John 15 is also in the background. The disciples failed to abide: Judas departed, Peter denied, the others scattered. Yet the Vine comes seeking the branches. This is grace, not sentimentality: failure is healed so mission can begin.14



At the beginning of John, Jesus says, “Come and see.” The Samaritan woman later says, “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did.” The Gospel has repeatedly invited sight.,But the Gospel cannot end with bodily sight, because Jesus is returning to the Father and the Church will live by Apostolic testimony, sacrament, and faith.,Thomas receives the extraordinary grace of seeing the wounds and confesses, “My Lord and my God.” But Jesus immediately turns the blessing toward those who will not see with their bodily eyes.,This is where the congregation enters the Gospel. We are among those contemplated by Jesus’ final beatitude.15



Now move from panoramic recapitulation into the text of John 20.,The key claim for this section: John presents Easter as new creation. The garden, the first day, the breathing of the Spirit, the forgiveness of sins, and the confession of Thomas all point toward a renewed humanity gathered around the risen Lord.16



Mary Magdalene’s scene is rich. She seeks the Lord in the garden, and she initially thinks He is the gardener. John does not waste details. This mistaken identification is theologically fitting.,The first Adam was placed in a garden and failed to guard it. The risen Christ stands in the garden as the New Adam who has conquered death and opened the way to life.,There is also a nuptial tone: the woman seeks the beloved, weeping because he seems absent, and recognizes him when he speaks her name. The Bridegroom is not lost; He is risen.,Most importantly, Mary recognizes Jesus when He calls her by name. That fulfills the Good Shepherd discourse: the sheep know the Shepherd’s voice. Her sorrow becomes witness: “I have seen the Lord.”17



Peter and the Beloved Disciple reveal two complementary forms of discipleship.,John reaches the tomb first and perceives quickly. Peter enters first. The text does not set them as rivals. It gives us the pattern of a Church in which office and contemplation belong together.,Peter will be restored and commissioned to feed the sheep. John will remain as the enduring witness whose testimony stands behind the Gospel.,This is helpful for Catholics because it avoids false alternatives. The Church needs Petrineauthority, sacramental order, pastoral governance, and discipline. She also needs Johannine contemplation, memory, love, and witness. The two are not enemies unless sin makes them so.18



The locked room is the visible condition of the disciples without confidence in the Resurrection. They are not heroic. They are afraid, enclosed, and aware that they failed.,Jesus does not come to them with revenge. He comes with peace. This is not a shallow greeting. It is covenantal restoration. The strong party of the covenant repairs what the weak party has broken.,He shows the wounds. The wounds remain because Easter does not cancel Good Friday. The risen body is the crucified body glorified. The price of peace is not hidden.,This matters spiritually: Christ’s peace is not mere emotional calm. It is reconciliation with God, grounded in His sacrifice and communicated through the risen Lord.19



John 20:22 deliberately recalls Genesis 2:7, where God breathes life into Adam. Jesus does what God did at the first creation.,The new creation is not vague optimism. It is concrete: Christ breathes the Spirit on the Apostles and sends them. The renewedhumanity begins around the risen Lord and the Apostolic Church.,Pentecost will publicly manifest and empower the Church’s mission, but John emphasizes the Easter foundation. The Spirit proceeds from the victory of the crucified and risen Christ.,CCC 730 teaches that Jesus' hour arrives when He is glorified by death and resurrection, and from this hour He gives the Spirit. This slide should make that connection vivid.20



This is one of the clearest biblical foundations for the Sacrament of Penance.,Jesus does not merely tell the Apostles to announce forgiveness in a generic way. He gives them authority: “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” Forgiveness and retaining both require discernment.,Covenantally, this is essential. Sin is not merely private dysfunction; it ruptures communion with God and damages the Body. New creation therefore spreads through reconciliation.,CCC 1441 teaches that only God forgives sins, but Jesus exercises this divine power and, by virtue of His authority, gives men the power to exercise it in His name. CCC 1461 identifies bishops and priests as ministers of forgiveness by virtue of Holy Orders.,This is not a bureaucratic footnote. It is Easter mercy made available to sinners through the Church.21



Thomas is often reduced to “doubting Thomas,” but John gives us something deeper. Thomas represents the wounded believer who wants contact with the wounds of Christ.,Jesus condescends to his weakness, but He does not praise the demand. He invites Thomas into faith and then blesses those who will believe without seeing.,Thomas’s confession is the climax of the Gospel’s Christology: “My Lord and my God.” What John proclaimed in the Prologue—“the Word was God”—Thomas now confesses before the risen Christ.,This is not merely belief that Jesus survived death. It is worship. The crucified and risen Jesus is addressed in divine terms by a disciple standing before Him.,Use this slide to let the line land. It is one of the great creedal moments of the New Testament.22



John 20:30–31 functions as a formal conclusion. John tells us how to read the whole Gospel.,The signs are selected and written so that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing we may have life in His name.,Faith in John is not a private hunch or emotional preference. It is covenantal entrustment to the Son. It brings life because Christ Himself is life.,This also prepares the transition to John 21. If John 20 gives the formal conclusion, John 21 gives the ecclesial epilogue: what does the life of faith look like after Easter? The answer: mission, communion, feeding, restoration, shepherding, witness, and following.23



The disciples are fishermen again, laboring through the night. They catch nothing.,This can be read as an image of mission attempted by human strength alone. The Apostles are competent fishermen, but competence is not enough. The Church’s mission is not manufactured by technique.,At Christ’s word, the net fills. Notice the balance: Christ gives the fruitfulness, but the Apostles still cast the net and haul it ashore. Grace does not abolish human cooperation; it makes it fruitful.,This is a useful pastoral point for the send-off: our work, family life, ministry, evangelization, and suffering become fruitful when ordered by obedience to Christ.24



The unbroken net is one of the great ecclesial images of John 21.,The sea can represent the nations, danger, instability, and the untamed world. The Apostles draw a great catch from it. Yet the net is not torn.,Tradition has offered many readings of the number 153. We should be careful not to pretend certainty where John does not give an explicit key. The safest theological conclusion is that the exact count suggests historical concreteness, fullness, superabundance, and the universal reach of the mission.,The image fits Catholicity: many gathered into one. The Church is not a collection of isolated spiritual consumers. She is a net, a communion, ordered by Christ’s word and preserved in unity by His grace.25



This meal by the sea should be read with Eucharistic resonance, even if John does not use the technical language we might expect.,The Lord who fed the multitude and taught the Bread of Life discourse now feeds His disciples after the Resurrection. He is the host. He provides. He gathers them from labor into communion.,The Apostles contribute the fish they have caught, but even their catch was the fruit of Christ’s command. Their mission and their nourishment are both from Him.,This matters for ministry: Peter is commanded to feed the sheep only after Christ has fed him. Christian service must flow from communion with Christ, not merely from zeal, pressure, or guilt.26



John explicitly mentions a charcoal fire in the Passion and again here. That detail is not accidental.,Peter denied Jesus beside a charcoal fire. The risen Jesus brings him back to another charcoal fire, not to shame him but to heal him. Christ returns Peter to the scene of the wound so that the wound can be transformed.,The threefold question of love corresponds to the threefold denial. Peter is not restored by pretending nothing happened. He is restored through a painful but merciful encounter with truth.,This is a powerful pastoral moment. Christ does not discard failed disciples. He restores them for service. But restoration requires truth, repentance, and love.27



Jesus’ question to Peter is decisive: “Do you love me?”,He does not first ask, “Are you competent?” or “Will you never fail again?” or “Can you manage a religious institution?” He asks for love.,But love is not mere private affection. Each answer is followed by a commission: feed my lambs, tend my sheep, feed my sheep. Love becomes pastoral office, sacrifice, and service.,The sheep remain Christ’s: my lambs, my sheep. Peter is not the owner of the flock. He is a shepherd under the Good Shepherd.,Jesus then foretells Peter’s martyrdom. Peter once boasted that he would lay down his life and failed. Now, by grace, he will eventually do what he could not do by natural strength. His future fidelity will prove the power of grace, not the greatness of Peter’s ego.28



Peter asks about the Beloved Disciple: “Lord, what about this man?” Jesus redirects him sharply: “What is that to you? Follow me!”,This is a final lesson in vocation. Peter’s path is shepherding and martyrdom. John’s path is enduring witness. Each belongs to Christ.,In the Church, office and witness, pastoral authority and contemplation, martyrdom and memory, all have a place. But comparison corrupts discipleship. One disciple does not become holy by measuring his path against another’s.,The final command to Peter is the same command given at the beginning: “Follow me.” Christian life never graduates beyond discipleship. Even the chief shepherd remains a sheep following the Good Shepherd.29



There is one final danger: allowing the Gospel of Saint John to remain in a protected religious compartment.,There can be the world of the Bible study, where we speak of covenant, glory, sacrifice, discipleship, Eucharist, Cross, and eternal life—and then the world we call “real life”: marriage, family, work, money, anxieties, resentments, private habits, difficult people, suffering, and hidden decisions.,But Christ did not come to govern a religious corner of existence. He is the Word through whom all things were made. He claims the whole of life because the whole of life belongs to Him.,The Gospel is not merely something to be understood. It is a form into which our lives must be poured. Jesus says, “If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them” (John 13:17, RSV-CE). The blessing rests not on knowledge alone, but on knowledge become obedience.,Ask concretely: Do I bring my darkness into the light? Do I allow Christ to wash me in Confession? Do I receive the Eucharist as the Bread of Life or as routine? Do I forgive? Do I wash feet? Do I remain beneath the Cross? Do I recognize Him in my family, suffering, obligations, and the people who inconvenience me?,The Church teaches that Christians are called to conformity with Christ, not admiration from a safe distance. Scripture is to be listened to, meditated upon, lived, celebrated, and witnessed to. See Dei Verbum 21 and 25; CCC 1691–1698.,So there are not two parallel worlds: the world in which we study the Gospel and the world in which we live. There is one world created through Christ, redeemed by His Blood, and destined to be gathered into Him.,The world does not merely need Catholics who have studied the Gospel. It needs men and women whose lives have become living evidence that the Gospel is true.,End with the Lord’s words: “As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.” And again: “Follow me.”30



Use the Q&A slide to gather remaining questions. Since this is the final lecture, some questions may reach beyond John 20–21 into the whole Gospel. That is fine, but keep the answer anchored in the text.,Possible themes: Mary Magdalene and the garden, the Beloved Disciple, the gift of the Spirit, the forgiveness of sins, Thomas’s confession, the miraculous catch, the number 153, Peter’s restoration, the Petrine office, John’s testimony, or how to live the Gospel without splitting Bible study from real life.,If there is no time for many questions, end with a brief exhortation: the pages close, but discipleship does not. Do not leave Christ in this room. Carry Him into home, work, suffering, and hidden choices.31
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